
Thomas Merton on Interreligious Dialogue
July 26, 2017 @ 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Mike Smoolca

REGISTRATION FORM Thomas Merton on Interreligious Dialogue
Wednesday,   July 26, 2017

❏ Dinner - $15
❏ Workshop - $25Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone Email

PAYMENT MUST BE MADE AT TIME OF REGISTRATION. 
PLEASE HELP US PLAN BY REGISTERING AT LEAST ONE WEEK BEFORE PROGRAM.
❏ I am coming for dinner. My $15 offering is enclosed.
❏ My $25 offering for the workshop is enclosed.
Mail reservation and offering to: Our Lady of Calvary Retreat Center
31 Colton Street • Farmington, CT 06032
860.677.8519 • ourladyofcalvary.net • olcretreat@sbcglobal.net

Thomas Merton’s Spiritual Journey led him to engage deeply 
in Interreligious Understanding and Dialogue. His inspiration 
is captured by the following:  Since I am a Catholic, I believe, 
of course, that my Church guarantees for me the highest 
spiritual freedom. ….   At the same time, this aspiration to 
spiritual, interior and personal freedom is not foreign to other 
branches of Christianity and to the other great religions of 
the world. It is the one thing that all the higher religions have 
in common…. I will be a better Catholic, not if I can refute 
every shade of Protestantism, but if I can affirm the truth in it 
and still go further. So too, with the Muslims, the Hindus, the 
Buddhists, etc. This does not mean … careless friendliness that 
accepts everything by thinking of nothing. There is much that 
one cannot “affirm” and “accept”, but first one must say “yes” 
where one really can.   

During our time together, we’ll review Thomas Merton’s life and spiritual journey with particular focus on Merton’s Christian 
Spirituality leading to an openness for Interreligious Dialogue. We’ll conclude by focusing on the Spiritual and Contemplative 
insights Merton obtained after years of study and deep dialogue with leaders of other religions.

Mike Smoolca is coordinator of the Northern CT Chapter of the International Thomas Merton Society. He has been presenting 
Thomas Merton programs and facilitating workshops over the past 4 years. Mike has been reading Thomas Merton for 10 years 
and applying insights he’s obtained to his own spiritual journey.

Mike is a Spiritual Director and active in several ministries in his parish, St Mary’s in Simsbury, CT. Mike is a Commissioned 
Presenter of Centering Prayer, Chapter Coordinator for Contemplative Outreach of CT, an experienced contemplative group 
and workshop facilitator and dedicated student of Contemplative practices.  A few years ago Mike retired from a nearly 30 year 
career in Business and Technology to focus on deepening his relationships, spirituality, teaching and service to others.


